“You Shouldn’t Put Your Classmates in a Box”

Form2 Open School Representative : Yamamura Kanon

Last year, in my very first day of class, | learned a very important lesson about labelling from my teacher. It
began when we sat with students we liked, and didn’t sit together with those we didn’t like. My teacher said
we’re supposed to be kind to each other, and that we shouldn’t put people in separate boxes, a box for
classmates we liked, and another box for those we didn’t like.

A couple of lessons later, our teacher told us to go around and talk to each other. Yes, even to the ones we
didn’t like. And | was surprised to learn things about my classmates that were different from what | thought.
One girl who | didn’t like turned out to be really nice. And the boys, they were so interesting!

My teacher was right. | shouldn’t have put my classmates in a box. | should have known better. | felt bad
when other people put me in a box. When | was in elementary school, other kids thought | was different
because | was just not into the “TikTok YouTube craze.” | couldn’t join any group. | didn’t even know what
TikTok was. The girls were doing some crazy dance that | didn’t know, while the boys were all about sports
and boy stuff. | couldn’t fit in. | was stuck in a box. | felt so alone for a whole year.

After doing research for this speech, | learned more about labeling, and how we put people in boxes
unconsciously. We hear stories of students being bullied, like my friend who was bullied by her club members
until she ran away from home.

Lately, we read stories about people staying away from medical workers, or stories of cars being stoned
because they come from a place where many people are infected with COVID-19. Do these people really
deserve to be put in a box, labeled “not welcome here?”

Of course, most of us know who Malala is, right? And her story about how she had to fight for her right to
education because she’s a girl. Do people look at me differently because I'm a girl? Am | put in a box because
of my race, my gender, or because of the things | like? Can’t people accept me for who | am? Then | remember
that first day of class, when my teacher scolded us because we failed to do just that — accept others for who
they are.

In the future, | want to go and study abroad. | know that | will be meeting many people, and | hope to
make a lot of friends. Maybe they will like me, maybe they won’t because I’'m different from them. Maybe
they will put me in a box, but that should not stop me from pursuing my dreams. | hope someday we can live
in a world where everyone will live in harmony together even if we are different. Thank you.
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